
AP Biology 

Mrs. Slomnicki 

Recently, the focus and structure of the AP Biology course and exam has 
undergone a major overhaul.  The course no longer emphasizes the spit-back of 
information, but instead requires an additional analysis of the information, 
including mathematical and graphical analysis.  The course will be structured in a 
way to allow us more time to focus on that.  Part of the class will be “flipped”, 
which means that you will watch videos of teacher-created material at home 
instead of listening to a lecture in class. You will take notes while you watch the 
video at home and will complete an online quiz on the material following your 
completion of the video.  This provides more time in class for labs, projects, and 
collaborative work.  You will be accessing these videos, quizzes, and additional 
assignments through a website called www.edmodo.com.  I encourage you to do 
this and set up a profile immediately.    

Here’s how to sign up: 

- Visit Edmodo.com click on “join a group” 

 

 

- Put in the group code 3fd2mt. 



 

- Click on “Create a New Account” 

 

- Click on “I Am a Student” 



 

- Fill out this form and hit “Sign up” 

 

** Please note that I must approve your join request before you are able to 
view the assignments.** 

Your summer assignment is uploaded onto Edmodo.  The first part of the summer 
assignment is a packet that reviews your graphing techniques.  Graphing is a very 
important skill in AP Biology and it is imperative that you know how to complete 
graphs correctly.  Print out the attached packet, complete it, and have it ready to be 
handed in on the first day of school, September 7th.  



The second part of the summer assignment will be information-based.  The first 
unit that we cover is Ecology, and your summer assignment will require you to 
learn sections of this topic on your own.  I posted videos on the Ecology 
information on Edmodo along with accompanying note packets for you to print 
out.  You must take notes in the note packets while watching these videos.  In 
addition, there is a short quiz posted on edmodo for each video.  I will only briefly 
review the contents of these videos in class upon our return, I will not re-teach the 
material.  There will be additional Ecology material that I will teach you in class.   

My recommendation would be to complete the graphing packet now, and save the 
ecology videos closer to when you return to school- I want to make sure the 
material is fresh in your head.  (Don't leave them all until the night before school 
starts, though- you will be overwhelmed!). 

As of now, there is no AP Biology textbook that you will be given. 

Don't hesitate to be in touch if you have any questions.  Wishing you all a relaxing 
and enjoyable summer.  I'm looking forward to teaching you next year, and hope 
you are looking forward to working hard, being challenged, and learning a great 
deal of exciting material! 

Mrs. Slomnicki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s the Format of the AP Biology Exam? 

The AP Biology Exam is 3 hours long. Like other AP tests, it has two parts, a 
multiple choice section and a free response section (each of which is worth 50 
percent of your score), although these sections are divided further into different 
types of questions. 

The multiple choice section has 63 actual multiple choice questions and six 
grid-in questions, which are essentially short-answer math problems. This section 
is one hour and 30 minutes total. Each multiple choice question has four choices, 
down from five in earlier versions of the exam.  

The free response section has eight questions total: six short response questions 
and two long response questions. This section takes up the remaining hour and 
thirty minutes of time. There is a 10 minute reading period at the beginning of the 
free response section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What Do Questions Look Like on the AP Biology 
Exam? 

Here’s an example of a multiple choice question you might see on the AP Biology 

exam: 

 

The answer is A because the total volume of gas wouldn’t change (and oxygen 

consumption would be unmeasurable) unless the carbon dioxide produced by the 

organisms was removed from the environment.   

 

 



Here's an example of a grid-in question: 

 

The grid-ins are usually straightforward math problems that relate to biological concepts 

(the answer to this question is 60). Note that you are allowed to use a calculator on 

the exam, and you’ll get a list of formulas that pertain to the course along with your 

testing materials. 

 Here’s an example of a short free response question from the 2013 exam: 

 

This question requires an understanding of how evolution shapes the formation of new 

species. To get the correct answer, you have to know the facts about evolution, but 

you also need to be able to apply that knowledge to make inferences about this 



specific scenario. This is why a deeper understanding of the main topics in AP Biology 

is so critical - the difference between knowing the facts about something and 

comprehending how it works can be surprisingly large.  

 Here’s an example of a long free response question: 

 

This question is also heavier on analysis than straight up biology knowledge. You need 
to be able to read and understand the graphs and table so you can use them to inform 
your answer to the question. Once again, an understanding of evolution and the 
ability to apply that knowledge to a specific scenario is critical. 


