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The humid morning air held a presentiment of Summer as 
Ma'ayanot's Seniors officially became alumnae. Our eleventh annual 
graduation took place in our gym on June 13, Rosh Hodesh Tammuz. 
Family, friends and faculty took their seats and proudly watched the 
Class of  2013, 51 strong, take their places. Our own Rabbi Zev 
Prince, whose musical skills, among other attributes, make him a 
"hit" at Shabbatonim, sang the Hatikva and the Star Spangled Ban-
ner. Dr. Howard Friedman, President of the Board, welcomed the 
graduates and their guests. He was followed to the podium by Mrs. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Parashat Chukkat provides great material for a graduation issue, because it 
describes the transition of the leadership of the Jewish people. Miriam and 
Aharon pass away (in 20:1 and 20:22-29, respectively) and Moshe is told 
that he will not lead the nation into the Land of Israel. The way the Torah 
prepares the nation for the change in leadership, and the way that Moshe 
and Aharon react to the news that their era is ending, can provide a model 
for us, as our senior class and our excellent principal and associate princi-
pals move forward. 
 
The Torah opens Parashat Chukkat  not with the narrative accounts of the 
death of Miriam and the sin at Mei Merivah (which prevented Moshe and 

Aharon from leading the nation into Eretz Yisrael), but with the commandment of parah adumah, the red 
heifer. The ashes of the parah adumah are a main component in the purification process that the Torah 
prescribes for someone who comes in contact with a dead body, thereby becoming tamei le-met. The inser-
tion of this halakhic passage right before the deaths of Miriam and Aharon might mean that we can view 
the laws of parah adumah as a preparation for the deaths to come. Much has been written about the myste-
rious process of purification via the parah adumah, and I would like to focus on one aspect of the Torah’s 
description of parah adumah, which begins “zot chukkat ha-Torah – this is the law of the Torah.” Follow-
ing this introductory phrase is a description of one mitzvah alone: the parah adumah process. Why is it 
described as the “law of the Torah” as a whole? The Or Ha-Chayyim (19:2) explains that it is the Torah 
that imparts kedushah to a person, and the negation of a person’s potential to learn and live Torah is what 
makes death a source of tumah. By prefacing the deaths of the leadership with the halakhot of parah adu-
mah, the Chumash makes clear the primacy of Torah. It shows that devekut (clinging) to Torah is the rai-
son d'etre of the next generation. It prepares the people for the change in leadership by implying: leaders 
move on, but the Torah is eternal. 
 
Rav Soloveitchik, in Out of the Whirlwind, writes that the nature of the purification process for the tamei 
le-met is different from all other purifications, which require immersion. Immersion is always done by the 
individual, for himself. In contrast, the water made with the parah adumah ashes must be sprinkled, which 
requires another person to be involved in the purification process. In order to deal with the absurdity of 
death, says the Rav, it is not enough for man to make his own efforts. Ultimately, he must reach out to an-
other, the one who sprinkles the water, in order to be fully purified. The Rav extracts two possible mean-
ings from this: on the surface, the one who sprinkles may represent the community that helps the individ-
ual who is tamei le-met. More profoundly, the one who sprinkles may represent Hashem, because mankind 
by itself can never completely overcome its fate and requires divine intervention to transcend the tragedy 
of the human situation.  
 
We can also learn from the reactions of Moshe and Aharon to the news that they would not continue as 
leaders. Immediately after Hashem informs Moshe that he will not lead the people to the land (20:12-13), 
Moshe sends messengers to the kingdom of Edom to ask whether the Jewish nation can pass through 
(20:14-21). Though Moshe knows he will not see the culmination of the process, he does not abandon the 
pursuit, but instead does his utmost to bring the people forward in their quest. Aharon has a different fo-
cus. The Torah emphasizes that Elazar, Aharon’s oldest son, is present at the moment of Aharon’s passing 
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As the school year draws to its close, I want to thank all those who have 
been supportive during this year that has been difficult for me in so many 
ways.  My personal life has been filled with both great s’machot and great 
tragedies and I look to this summer to help heal and put the difficult times behind 
us. 
 
This has also been a difficult year for me in terms of the Library and my ability to provide quality service 
to faculty and students alike.  There were fewer hours allotted to professional staffing of the library this 
year, and this was the first year in which Ma’ayanot has not received any funds from the Avi Chai Founda-
tion Bookshelf Program, which concluded in June 2009.  As I look to the future, I hope that things will im-
prove as the general economy continues to improve. 
 
On a positive note, we continue to subscribe to a number of  excellent electronic databases that are enor-
mously helpful to the entire Ma’ayanot community and I anticipate being able to continue with this level  
of service.  I also hope to explore the possibility of new grants which will enable us to expand library ser-
vice. 
 
I wish everyone a wonderful, restorative summer and look forward to seeing you all in August. 
 

From the Library 
Mrs. Roz Friedman, Librarian  

and will take his place as kohen gadol (high priest). Rashi (20:25, 26) explains that Aharon was able to die 
content, knowing his son would carry on his mission. From Moshe we learn that a leader works tirelessly 
until the end, but from Aharon we learn that a leader must have confidence in next generation’s leadership. 
The halakhot of the parah adumah do not interrupt the Torah’s narrative; on the contrary, they offer a the-
matic introduction to the subsequent story of the passing of Miriam and Aharon. May we take the ideas 
associated with the parah adumah, as well as the way Moshe and Aharon view the transition of their lead-
ership, as a guide during the transition of our own leadership. 
 
 
Shabbat shalom and warm wishes for a restful and restorative Summer, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Shifra Schapiro, Tanakh Faculty 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Where Have the Past Ten Years Gone? 

as reported by Ms. Ariella Steinreich, Chessed and Alumni Coordinator 
 
Sunday, June 6, 2010 marked a momentous milestone in Ma'ayanot's 
history - the Class of 2000 (our first graduating class) returned to 
Ma'ayanot for its ten year reunion. The evening started with a phone 
call to Mrs. Esther Krauss, Ma'ayanot's Founding Principal. Mrs. 
Krauss was the Principal during the four years that the members of this 
class attended Ma'ayanot, and she has since made aliyah with her hus-
band, Rabbi Simcha Krauss. Mrs. Krauss called this class "pioneers," 
who helped build Ma'ayanot into the great school that it is today. The 
Class of 2000 then viewed the PowerPoint time capsule that they cre-
ated as students, to be opened and shown for the first time to the Class of 
2010 (which it was, at the Senior Dinner last week). The class was ad-

dressed, in person, by Dr. How-
ard Friedman, President of the 
Board, Mr. Sheldon Chanales, Founding President of the Board, 
and Rabbi Nati Helfgot, one of the Class of 2000's teachers. 
 
Alumnae then had the opportunity to chat with their peers and for-
mer teachers who were in attendance, many of whom still keep in 
touch with one another. Among the former Faculty who came to 
share the evening were Rabbi Helfgot, Tanakh Chair; Mr. Robert 
Honig, Basketball Coach; 
Ms. Fayge Safran, Assistant 
Principal and Mrs. Enid An-

ziska, Administrator.  They were 
joined by current faculty members 
"Coach" Eileen Schwartz, Mrs. 
Merav Tal-Timen, Ivrit; Mrs. 

Esther Herzfeld, English; and Ms. Elana Flaumenhaft, Assistant 
Principal and Tankah Faculty. 
 
And so a new Ma'ayanot tradition is established - that of welcoming 
each class back  for its ten year reunion! 
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Ms. Fayge Safra n chats with 
members of the Class of 2000 

Second from left is  
"Coach" Eileen Schwartz 

Members of the Class of 2000, some 
with spouses, socialize over dinner 

Once again our MPR lives up to the MP part 
of its name, serving as a dining room and 

gathering spot for the reunion 
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Mazal Tov to the Class of 2010! (continued) 

Rookie Billet, our Principal. Rebecca Peyser, class Salutatorian, spoke next. 
Rena Levin was elected by her peers to give the Class Greetings and Shira 
Marder, first in her class, was valedictorian. Mrs. Billet presented each newly-
minted graduate with her diploma in tandem with the presentation of gifts by 
Associate Principals Mrs. Ruth Wang Birnbaum and Dr. Evelyn Gross, after 
which the assembled group reconvened in the MPR for a tasty collation pre-
pared by our parent Council. To see the complete program, including the names 
of student who were recognized with various awards, click 
here.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Rabbi Zev Prince leads the group in the 
national anthems 

at left, Dr. Howard Friedman, President 
of the Board, leads the group in tehillim 

and expresses a wish for a refuah 
shleyma for Mr. David Lesser of our 

History Faculty 

Becky Winer leads 
her classmates 
into the gym 

Rebecca Peyser, above,  
presents the Salutatorian's 

address 

Mrs. Joyce Heller, above at left, Math Chair and Director of 
our Musical Theater productions, presents a theater awards, 

lovingly nicknamed the "Ronnie," after her husband,  
Mr. Ron Heller, in whose memory the award is formally 

named 

more graduation photos on the next page... 

www.maayanot.org//files/The%20Stream/4pageprogram.pdf
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 Graduation (continued) 

at left, Mrs. Rookie 
Billet, our Principal, 
helps Rena Levin find 

her notes  

Shira Marder, above, delivers the  
valedictory address 

at right, the traditional  
flying mortarboards 

above, Mrs. Billet  
congratulates  
Talya Adler 

new alumnae 
Ilana Ambrose  

(at left) and 
Shirelle Cohen 
smile happily 
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Rebecca Schenker '10 has been named one of three recipients of the Aliza Chaya Esral Middot 
Award. Rebecca joins one graduate from Bruriah and one from Frisch in receiving this awards, named 
after Ma'ayanot alumna Aliza Esral '03 ה"ע  who died tragically and unexpectedly in July of 2008. Aliza's 
parents started this award as one way to honor Aliza's memory and to recognize those middot and charac-
ter traits which she embodied. Based on teacher and Principal's recommendations, this award provides a 
partial scholarship to Stern College, from which Aliza graduated in May, 2008. To read more and to find 
out how you can make a donation to help keep this award, moving forward, please visit this award's offi-
cial Facebook page by clicking here. 
 
There will be a yahrzeit shiur on Sunday, June 27 at Congregation Rinat Yisrael on West Englewood 
Avenue in Teaneck. The shiur will begin at 7 PM, and members of the community are welcome. 
 
In addition, members of the Class of 2003 have organized a project, chaired by Amy Adler '03, to create 
an area at Ma'ayanot to be designated "Aliza's Corner," which will showcase Aliza's artistic talents and 
provide an area for current Ma'ayanot students to relax and recharge their creative batteries. Samples of 
Aliza's work will be framed and displayed, and the area will be painted and furnished to help create a 
mood of art and inspiration. To find out how you can help with this project, email Mrs. Madeline 
Schmuckler in the Ma'ayanot office by clicking here. 

  Milestones 

Mrs. Tamar Appel, member of both our History and Ivrit Faculties, and one of 
next year's Associate Principals, and her husband, Dr. Burt Appel, celebrated the 
brit of their new son on Monday, June 14, 2 Tammuz, at Congregation Ahavath Torah 
in Englewood, New Jersey. The baby, Avraham Simcha, is named for Dr. Appel's Dad 
and for the happiness that he brings.  

Our hockey team won the playoff game on 
Sunday evening, June 13! The Rapids went up 
against arch rival SAR, and the game was 0-0 
until Rachel Friedman '10 scored a goal in 
double overtime, giving us the game with the 
score 1-0. This is the only goal we have 
scored against SAR this entire season! Kudos 
also to goalie Eliana Stone '11 for making 
this a shutout game. 

Ilana Teicher '12, Eliana Stone '11 and Atara 
Staiman '12 (from left to right) smile as they 

show off their well-deserved trophies 

You can recognize an occasion in the life of a friend, family member or colleague with a Ma'ayanot 
mitzvah card. Cards are $5 and can be purchased throughout the Summer from Mrs. Susan Levin at 201-
928-4015. 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=68391948010
mailto:madeline@maayanot.org
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 Final Exam Time ... 
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ARE YOU READY? 

 

This is your final 

exam... 

...every picture on these two pages  
appeared in this year's editions of the "Stream."  

Can you identify what is happening in each? 
Don't you wish you had paid more attention? 

 
The Musical Challenge Round is a frequent repeat: "No more 
questions, no more tests" is from which Sondheim classic? 
The extra credit question is, once again: Which character 

sings those plaintive lines? 
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Among the many Senior traditions at Ma'ayanot is the eagerly 
anticipated road trip each June. This year's trip, chaperoned by 
Mrs. Marianne Gottlieb of our Math Faculty and Ms. Sarah 
Gordon of our Jewish History, Philosophy and Talmud Depart-
ments, was to picturesque New England. Our intrepid group left 
our parking lot early on the morning of Monday, June 7, and 
travelled to Six Flags amusement park in Hadley, Massachu-
setts. As if those stomach-turning rides were not enough, the 
next stop was "Interskate 91," for roller skating and dinner, and 
then off to the Bromley Sun Lodge in Peru, Vermont (that is 
right, Peru!). Ma'ayanoters who had any energy left had the ho-
tel's pool available for a private swim, and then, bedtime. 
 
After tefilla and breakfast at the hotel, Tuesday's first stop was 
the Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream Plant in South Burlington, Ver-

mont. A tour of the facility included a visit to the "flavor gravesites" 
and time for lunch-hmmm...wonder what was on the menu? Next 
stop was the Vermont Teddy Bear Factory, followed by the Shel-
burne Museum of 17th  - 20th Century American art. Dinner offered 
time to relax at the hotel, after which there was time for "hanging 
out," and enjoying entertainment provided by a DJ. 
 
Wednesday's some-
what overcast weather 
did not put a damper 
on the last day's activi-
ties. The morning was 
spent shopping at the 
Manchester Design 
Outlets, and then, after 
lunch, was a stop to 
enjoy the alpine slide, 
chair lift, mini golf 

and boating a short distance from the hotel. Needless, to 
say, when the bus 
returned to our 
parking lot just 
before midnight, more than one person was making a stop in 
"dreamland." 

 
 

 

 " Hit the Road…" - for the Senior Trip! 

Members of the Class of 2010 enjoy  
the bucolic atmosphere 

At the "flavor gravesite…"  
Talia Pruzansky, Talia Portal and  

Shani Beilin (from left to right) pay their 
respects to Chocolate Peanut Butter 

Cookie Dough. Is it the custom to leave a 
chocolate chip on top of the tombstone? 

"They fly through the air with the greatest of 
ease…" 

"You can call on me if you need a hand…" is clearly the song of 
the day as, from left to right, Penina Cohen,  Rachel Friedman 

and Racheli Fromowitz venture forth 

"-photos by Mrs. Marianne Gottlieb, with a little 
help from her friends   
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Save the Date 

Looking ahead: 
 Wednesday, September 1: Orientation for all grades 
 Thursday, September 2: First day of classes 
 Monday, September 5: Labor Day 

is a publication of  
Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School for Girls 

1650 Palisade Avenue           Teaneck, NJ 07666 
Mrs. Rookie Billet, Principal 
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Ms. Elana Flaumenhaft and Mrs. Rivka Kahan, Assistant Principals 

Rachel Feldman, Administrator 
Dr. Howard Friedman, President 

 
Mrs. Madeline Schmuckler, Managing Editor, Contributing Editor and Layout 

 
visit us on the web at  www.maayanot.org 

to learn more about our school and for back issues of this publication 
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LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING THE "THE STREAM"  
WHEN IT RESUMES PUBLICATION AT THE START OF THE 2010-11 SCHOOL YEAR. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT E-MAIL ADDRESS  
SO THAT YOU CAN RECEIVE THIS AND OTHER IMPORTANT COMMUNICATIONS 

FROM MA'AYANOT. 

Announcing  
next year's  

Musical Theater Club presentation! 
 
 
 

 
start learning the songs  

and get ready for auditions  
when school starts in September 

www.maayanot.org

